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Shofar is always interested in hearing 
your news and including photos of FPS 
members, and their families, near and far. 
We welcome your articles on any relevant 
topic. Please send these to shofar@fps.org

The Reverend Stephen 
Willets, the father 
of the English golfer 
Danny Willets who 
won the Masters in 
2016, tells the story 
about the time he went 
to say grace when his 
bishop came to dinner. 
Young Danny chirped: 

‘We never do that.’ Perhaps we might not say 
Ha Motzi or bensch after each meal at home 
on our own, but we recite the blessings before 
Kiddush each Shabbat in synagogue and sing 
Birkat Hamazon after we have eaten together at 
a communal Seder or on an FPS weekend away. 
Indeed, there are just some things we Jews do 
together that curate our Jewish story.

So, on Rosh Hashanah, there seems to be 
no better place to begin the New Year than in 
the heart of a community and no safer place 
within which to endure the complicated self-
examination of Yom Kippur than a synagogue. 
For are we not all on the same spiritual journey 
when, at this special time in the Jewish calendar, 
a shul is where Jews go to do what Jews have 
got to do? And through dark times and those 
a little brighter alike, have we not aimed to 
write ourselves in the Book of Life, together, for 
millennia? As the opening verse of the parashah 
on the Shabbat before Rosh Hashanah, Nitzavim, 
states: ‘Atem nitzavim hayom - You all stand 
together here today.’

And yet, do we all stand together on Rosh 
Hashanah? Or do we place financial stumbling 
blocks before some of our fellow Jews by making 
it harder for them to attend synagogue on the 
High Holy Days? For this month’s Shofar Shout-
Out! we requested responses to the dilemma: 
‘Synagogues charge for High Holy Day tickets 
if you are not a member, but many Jews feel it 
is their right to be in synagogue over the High 
Holy Days, even if they haven’t supported the 
synagogue over the preceding year’. What do 
you believe? Our grateful thanks go to Braham, 
Evelyn, Joyce, Tamara and Zoe, who shared their 
passionate opinions on this heartfelt issue from 
page 11 onwards. We also include a flavour of 
how some other local synagogues deal with 
their High Holy Day ticket dilemma. 

On the theme of being together, Rabbi 
Rebecca writes about how we as individuals can 
become more integrated into our community 
with an increased skill set swathed within the 
New Ten, and says: ‘for we are a community 
after all and we want everyone to access such 
learning and improvement, not just our children.’ 
Elsewhere, Roy Balint-Kurti reports on Council’s 
plans for a communal vision and Sarah Rosen-
Webb draws our attention to our communal Tree 
of Life, and our front cover picture shows our 
Ivriah students and teachers, coming together 
for their new academic year.

Let us bring in the New Jewish Year together. 
It’s about our Jewish story. It’s what we Jews do.

From the Guest Editor... paul silver-myer
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rabbi rebecca birk

I am writing this in early September so I have 
no idea what will be happening politically or 
nationally as you open this October edition 
of Shofar. If, as Harold Wilson said, a week is 
a long time in politics then that was never 
more apt than at the start of September. The 
uncertainty and doubt that the proroguing of 
Parliament at the end of the summer brought 
for us British citizens may be continuing, but it 
certainly brought a piquancy to the preparation 
for the High Holy Day Services which demand 
both a greater introspection and a building of 
internal resilience.

However, the September edition of Shofar 
called us to look outwards by commissioning 
comment and conversation about the Jewish 
community’s relationship with the Labour Party.

The pieces were varied and passionate 
on living as British Jews, something we all 
negotiate daily. That is why last month we 
sent our young people off to University with 
a blessing and a lunch with the Progressive 
Jewish Student Field worker, thereby directing 
the connections that are possible to find even 
when students are away from home. We hope 
the Judaism they carry will be beneficial once 
they are at University, though of course it may 
not, but we do bring this into our thinking when 
devising our B’nei Mitzvah programme; creating 
Jewish tool boxes for literacy and familiarity, for 
both now and for when they are older.

We’ve chosen this new year of 5780 for FPS to 
embark on a sort of Jewish literacy project. If we 
find ourselves defending Judaism, discussing it 
and the effects of anti-Semitism, then we might 
well feel able and confident with it as well. 
To that end we have launched the NEW TEN: 
skills, experiences and a few bits of Hebrew to 
enable and inspire. By now, I hope you feel more 

confident with Hagbah (raising the Torah scroll), 
Aliya l’Torah (the blessing over the Torah) and 
soon we shall experience together Havdalah, 
Challah baking, learning and understanding 
the full Adon Olam. For some, such skills are 
profoundly enriching. For others, you can do 
them standing on your heads, but we are a 
community after all and we want everyone to 
access such learning and improvement, not just 
our children.

So watch out for the last festivals of Tishri, 
after Yom Kippur, for the building up of our 
congregation and ourselves. For Sukkot this year 
we are calling for every member to have a tiny 
part in our Sukkah by collecting natural living 
items such as conkers, leaves and plants from 
their gardens to decorate it. And this Simchat 
Torah we are unrolling the Torah (with plastic 
gloves and great care!) and have invited all 
members who have a memory or experience of 
a particular Torah portion to come and stand in 
its spot and read a verse, if they can. We hope 
to be able to cover all 54 portions and have a 
record breaking turn out for this final festival 
of the month of Tishri, for considering Torah 
accompanies us as Liberal Jews through each 
week of the year, it seems most fitting to start 
our New Way by celebrating in this way.

From the Rabbi



From the Chair

Cathy is away on holiday this month so as the 
newest member of Council I have volunteered to 
step into the breach to tell you about the latest 
discussions at Council and share some of the 
thinking and plans we have for the synagogue 
and for community life in the coming year.

Over the summer, members of Council 
attended an “away” day to give ourselves 
the opportunity to discuss long-term strategy 
rather than short-term tactical issues. In the 
end, it was held at our own beautiful, tranquil, 
setting of the shul hall in Hutton Grove! The 
main theme running throughout the day was 
the belief that a thriving community is one in 
which as many members as possible actively 
participate and offer their time to help support, 
and receive benefit from, community life. This 
theme was a natural progression of the inspiring 
session led by Charlotte Fischer from Citizens 
UK at our AGM in June. That evening she told 
us about successful engagement projects in 
other UK and international synagogues and so 
we evaluated developing our community with 
activities in areas such as: services, education, 
communication, social action and pastoral 
support. We formed small groups to discuss the 
tachlis and shall roll out our new ideas - such as 
the New Ten - throughout the forthcoming year. 

Further ideas for increasing members’ 
involvement in adult education include: monthly 
portion of the week study sessions; trips to 
Jewish places of interest around London, the UK, 
and abroad. The number of students at Ivriah is 
increasing and so we looked at their needs and 
the funding required to provide all the resources 
they require to help provide our leaders of the 
future. This included tweaking the way KT2 is 
organised so they could sign up to the Silver 
Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

roy balint-kurti

Rebecca’s aim is 
to increase the pool 
of lay leadership so 
that more services are 
shared and jointly led, 
thereby deepening 
our knowledge as 
to how a service is 
composed and led, with 
a particular emphasis 
on encouraging more 

congregants to undertake the Liberal Judaism 
Ba’alei Tefillah course. She is also keen to 
promote post Bar/Bat Mitzvah involvement 
in services, stressing her long-held belief to 
continually find new creative ways to engage 
with traditional values and rituals. She is also 
looking at ways to make the Shabbat B’Yachad 
service more engaging to both adults and 
students. 

We looked at our finances and approved a 
budget to break even this year and following our 
Ed Balls dinner, we are making arrangements to 
improve our old sound system. 

I would just like to end by saying that I 
have really enjoyed my short time on Council so 
far. I’ve got to know members better and look 
forward to becoming a more active member of 
the community. 

4
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sarah rosen-webb

In 1999 the synagogue commissioned this 
stunning bronze sculpture in honour of Rabbi 
Frank Hellner’s retirement after 33 years in the 
FPS pulpit. The sculptress was Irene Frohlich-
Weiner.

Irene describes her design concept for the 
FPS Tree of Life as ‘embracing the cycle of the 
four seasons and reflecting the circle of life’ in 
its semi-circular mirrored base and surround. 
The half Magen David at the base both becomes 
whole when reflected in the mirror and lights 
up the tree, representing the uplifting power of 
Torah.

The Tree of Life was further designed to 
receive bronze leaves – the first two leaves were 
presented and inserted in honour of Frank and 
Valerie - that can be engraved with your choice 
of words following the celebration of a Simcha, 

be it the birth of a child, a Bar/Bat Mitzvah, a 
wedding or an anniversary, which also helps 
maintain the synagogue’s funds. Each leaf 
requires a minimum donation of £75 and space 
remains available for more leaves to be inserted 
into our Tree of Life. How about making that a 
5780 resolution!

To apply for a leaf on our Tree of Life, please 
write to Pauline in the office, 54 Hutton Grove 
N12 8DR, or email pauline@fps.org confirming 
who you wish to dedicate the leaf to and to 
provide three lines of text (max 23 characters 
per line) as well as your name and address. 
Please either send a cheque payable to FPS or 
make a bank transfer to FPS, Sort code 20-32-
06, Account 93581454, Reference Tree of Life. 
Thank you

Irene was born in Switzerland and moved 
to London with her husband, the violinist Josef 
Frohlich. The family affiliated to FPS and their 
younger daughter, Sharonne, celebrated her 
Kabbalat Torah within our community. As well 
as sculpting and raising their daughters, Irene 
worked as an Art Therapist at the North London 
Hospice during her years in London. She has now 
returned to Lugano, Switzerland and continues 
to produce ‘flexible’ art. To learn more of 
Irene’s art and life please go to www.adhikara.
com/irene-froehlich/sitemap.htm or watch on 
YouTube: Irène Fröhlich-Wiener, Bildhauerin Teil 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=0LLB_X0lyik

FPS Tree of Life
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big barnet sleep-out 2019 
& the night shelter 

By the time you read this, Elliott Karstadt and 
myself will have spent the night of Saturday 
14th September sleeping out in the grounds of 
Edgware and Hendon Synagogue. At the time 
of writing I am hoping the weather stays fine 
and that we stay dry – Ed: it was indeed fine 
and dry - but we are only sleeping rough for a 
single night. The number of homeless in London 
is growing with many sleeping rough each 
and every night. Homeless Action in Barnet 
and Together in Barnet are working to support 
these people, and from Tuesday 1st October 
until Christmas, FPS will be one of several 
venues within the TIB project that will welcome 
overnight guests. If you feel you can help us 
with a donation to help reach the Borough’s 
£25,000 target please either log on to our Just 
Giving page  https://www.justgiving.com/
campaign/bigbarnetsleepout2019 or contact 
me at andrea_narcin@yahoo.co.uk.

Further, if you were to come to the 
synagogue at 10 o’clock on a Tuesday evening 
during the winter, you might be surprised 
to find up to 17 guests snuggling down in 
sleeping bags in our sanctuary. Some might 
still be up catching the end of a film, but all 
would be comfortably sated from a good warm 
meal whilst looking forward to a good night’s 
sleep in a safe environment, with breakfast to 
follow. Only those who have been vouched for 
by Homless Action in Barnet are able to take 
part in the project. Our Synagogue in one of 
many faith organisations that plays its part by 
acting as hosts through our marvelous set of 
volunteers who cook, host [i.e. chat], sleep or 
schlep overnight bags to the next location. 

We are always looking for more volunteers 
so if you would like to join us please contact 
either   Peggy   at    fpsshelterrota@gmail.com 
or myself at andrea_narcin@yahoo.co.uk   

Incidentally, if you are unable to make a 
Tuesday evening or Wednesday morning then 
please still make contact as other venues are 
looking for volunteers on other days.
Thank you!                                       Andrea Narcin

Notice Board
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Beit Tefillah services at fps

Friday 4 October 6.30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service 
 followed by New Delvers Dinner 

Saturday 5 October 11.00am Shabbat Service
 followed by Tashlich @ Dollis Brook

Tuesday 8 October 7.30pm Kol Nidre Service 

Wednesday 9 October Yom Kippur: Services throughout day: 
 see separate HHD booklet

Friday 11 October 6.30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday 12 October 11.00am Shabbat Service with guest speaker   
 Marie van der Zyl, Board of Deputies President

Sunday 13 October 6.30pm Erev Sukkot Service 

Monday 14 October 11.00am Sukkot Service 
 including Tot breakout activities 

Friday 18 October 6.30pm Shabbat Resouled

Saturday 19 October 11.00am Shabbat Service

Sunday 20 October 6.30pm Erev Simchat Torah Service

Monday 21 October 11.00am Simchat Torah Service

Friday 25 October 6.30pm Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Saturday 26 October 11.00am Reflective Shabbat Service

welcome to new members Jessica Silver & 
Oliver Bynoth; to High Holy Days visitors from 
other LJ communities, students & relatives of 
members

get well wishes to Hilda Hart and David 
Hoffmann

good luck to young fps members Sam, 
Lily, Zara, Anya, Tom, Martha, Lea, Tom, Ethan, 
Daniel, Anna, Gabriella, Isaac, Holly, Dora & 
Elijah as they leave school and take their next 
steps. Also to Andrea Narcin beginning her 
(second) Masters

people happy birthday to members celebrating 
milestone birthdays in October: Charlie Dalton; 
Vera Myer; Ruth Miller; Harold Rosenberg; 
Sheri Darby; Helen Moutia; Edward Levy; 
Hayley Bosi

mazeltov to Laura Lassman & Danny Rich on 
the birth of granddaughter Hannah Lassman, 
daughter of Daniel & Arta; Sheila & Lionel King 
Lassman celebrating 66 years of marriage on 
18 October 

condolences to the family of Jeffrey 
Rosenbaum who died in August

services – october
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Beit Knesset community events, all welcome!

bridge group

Mondays @ 7.30pm, £4. There are even small 
prizes for winners! For details contact 
Paul Silver-Myer via the synagogue office on 
020 8446 4063

yoga takes a break this term. 
Contact Richard Kravetz on 020 8349 9602 

rosh chodesh (cheshvan)

Wednesday 30 October @ 8pm. Member  Irris 
Singer will talk about difference and belonging.
Celebration of the New Moon by women 
who meet for sharing, learning and spiritual 
exploration.

book club

Wednesday 16 October @ 8.00pm. The Book 
Club meetings are held in people’s homes on 
the second Wednesday of each month. Contact 
Sheila King Lassman skinglassman@gmail.com 
or Edgar Jacobsberg e.jacobsberg@gmail.com 

delving into judaism

Wednesday 7.00-9.00pm. Weekly adult class 
exploring the building blocks of Judaism plus 
Hebrew classes.  No class 23  October (half-term)

lunch & learn 

Thursdays, 12.00-1.00pm
An hour’s learning in the small hall with Rabbi 
Rebecca with a bring-and-share lunch such as 
sandwiches, soup and cake. 
No session on 24 October (half-term)

pilates

Thursdays @ 5.30-6.30pm. Led by Tali Swart. 
Beginners to intermediate; individually tailored 
instruction. Payment in blocks of six, roughly £8 
per lesson. Contact taliswort@btconnect.com 

cafe ivriah 

Saturdays (Ivriah term only), 9.45-10.45am 
All welcome to an informal discussion, on a 

wide range of topics, over coffee and biscuits, 
between Ivriah drop-off and morning service.
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Beit Midrash learning at fps

Thursdays at 7.30-9.00pm in the Small Hall. Refreshments served. Discretionary £5 donation
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Notice Board

Informal, zero pressure workshops for 
hands-on art exploration for adults, run by 

Eden Silver-Myer 
 

No artistic experience needed! 

Twice a month at FPS on Monday and 
Thursday evenings, booking required 

All materials provided 

For dates, more info and to book, go to 
www.edensilvermyer.com 
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Opinion: Shofar Shout-out!

As our students go off to University some 
may wish, over the next three years, to visit 
a synagogue in a city they have not been 
to before. Almost certainly they, and others 
around the country and indeed the world will 
be able to walk into any service – just as many 
visitors come to FPS to experience Shabbat 
Resouled - and not expect to be asked to pay 
to pray. So why then do synagogues charge for 
High Holy Day tickets?

Some larger synagogues, 
such as Alyth Gardens 
[North Western Reform 
Synagogue] who erect a 
marquee at the Sternberg 
Centre in East Finchley, incur 
additional costs so they 
can accommodate a larger 
number of congregants on 
the Yom Tovim. No doubt, 
receipts from non-members 
tickets help contribute in 
offsetting these charges, 
but what of synagogues who 
do not incur [significant] 
additional expenditure? Interestingly, none of 
the websites of other synagogues said why they 
charge for High Holy Day tickets; it just seems to 
be part of the minhag and an accepted way as to 
how synagogue life works.

‘I think FPS needs to charge for High Holy 
Day tickets in order to maintain the upkeep 
of the building and fund the costs of putting 
on the High Holy Day services. However, if 
someone cannot afford a ticket then that is a 
different matter and concessions should be 
available, with each case being treated on its 
merits and without demeaning the congregant.’         
Braham Fredman

The feeling that no-one should be prevented 
from attending for financial reasons is a common 
thread:

‘I’m happy to let non-paying members of 
the community in. When I lived in Hackney I 
attended services at Walford Road [Orthodox] 
where they embraced my young family even 
though we didn’t pay, and tolerated badly 
behaved bouncing children, because they 

were the future. I felt so 
welcomed.’ Evelyn Fihlebon

Such a welcome wasn’t 
always universal, however: 
‘A family story: My father 
was raised in a Jewish 
household in Hampstead 
Garden Suburb where my 
grandparents were active 
members of Norrice Lea.  
However, my father became 
increasingly alienated from 
the Judaism he experienced 
there from a very young age 
which didn’t improve as he 
got older. He joined the army 

aged 17 in 1943 and was finally demobbed in 
1947 shortly before the High Holy Days. He 
and a cousin decided to attend the services not 
because it was of particular interest to them 
but because they knew it would please their 
parents. So they showed up at synagogue still 
in army uniform, but without tickets. They were 
refused entry.

For my father, this was the end of his 
association with organised Judaism.  He felt 
outraged that, as he saw it, the price and 
exclusivity of a ticket was a higher value to the 
synagogue than demonstrating honour and 
respect to returning soldiers. It reinforced his 

paul silver-myer
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Opinion: Shofar Shout-out!

long-held feeling that the Judaism he was raised 
in was hypocritical - preoccupied with material 
things, social status, and not much interested 
in religious values or in God - and so for him 
this story came to epitomise his view of what 
Judaism is really like and justified his lifelong 
hostility to it.  He is softening a bit now – he 
is in his 90s – following the influence of FPS!’ 
Tamara Joseph

Such sad stories one suspects are not, 
unfortunately, that rare: ‘No one more than 
I would be delighted to see the end of this 
iniquitous charge for visitors on High Holy Days. 
It seems that whilst London shuls charge their 
visitors it isn’t the same in the provinces. For 
example, in Plymouth where I was brought up, 
any sailor who appeared for any service was 
welcomed and also offered hospitality at a 
local home. The same welcome was given to me 
when I was a student in Luton, after Yom Kippur.

We don’t find churches and mosques 
charging to go to Christmas and Diwali services. 
If we do have locals who come but once a year, 
we should be there to welcome them so that the 
feeling they go home with is a warm one, rather 
than one of being punished. People should be 
encouraged to come to services, regardless of 
their circumstances and although we live in a 
wealthy, middle class area in North London, we 
should not forget that not everyone can afford 
to buy extra tickets. And anyway, who is it that 
usually buys these tickets? The host/hostess, of 
course, for their out of town families. I would 
never ask them to buy tickets.’ Joyce Lucas

Typically, a large proportion of synagogue 
members are on reduced subscriptions and so 
charging High Holy Day visitors to help defray 
the annual costs that enable the synagogue to be 
open all year round and subsequently available 

to those putative visitors seems a reasonable 
‘business’ model. Indeed, Northwood & Pinner 
Liberal Synagogue does not charge if the visitor 
is a member of another synagogue, especially 
if it means keeping families together. However, 
if the visitor is not a member of any other 
synagogue then they do make a charge, as 
ultimately, they wish to encourage all Jews to 
be members of a synagogue.

But what about those Jews who work in and 
for the community, without necessarily being a 
member?

‘Working over the High Holy Days are a 
funny time for a ‘professional Jew’. I tend not 
to be able to spend Rosh Hashanah and Yom 
Kippur with my family, though this year I 
shall join them for 2nd day Rosh Hashanah at 
Jackson’s Row, Manchester Reform synagogue. 
Both Liberal and Reform movements have a 
Young Adults scheme that allow free entry to 
High Holy Day services. However, whilst the 
Liberal Judaism scheme welcomes the under-
30’s [I’m 28], the Reform scheme allows free 
entry only to under 27’s. And as Liberal Judaism 
does not celebrate 2nd day Rosh Hashanah, I 
shall have to pay.

This bothered me, though I can’t work out 
whether it’s because as a young(ish) person I 
deserve a free ticket, or whether it’s because I 
work at a synagogue, or whether it’s because 
this is the first year that I’ve been confronted 
with the problem. And to complicate matters, 
as an employee I know what goes into the High 
Holy Days. I know how much love and attention 
and thought all the synagogue staff put into 
the services, from a spiritual, logistical and 
community perspective. I know that for about 
4 weeks, the office is a communal superpower 
coming together to facilitate lost tickets, 
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Opinion: Shofar Shout-out!

meaningful sermons, inspiring family events 
and beautiful prayer spaces. Someone has to 
pay for all this fantastic work and so it makes 
sense that HHD tickets contribute towards that 
cost. I wonder, too, if by paying for tickets, the 
work undertaken is likely to be appreciated 
even more.

And yet, finally, on a purely ideological note 
I am not sure I agree that spiritual nourishment 
should come with a price tag.’ Zoe Jacobs

It costs to be a Jew. We do pay to pray 

otherwise we couldn’t afford a building or a rabbi. 
But perhaps the issue is also about organised 
Judaism and how we choose to engage with it, 
which begs the next question: Is the nature of 
our relationship with Judaism different when we 
are full members to when we are solely visitors? 
In the meantime, whether we continue charging 
for High Holy Day tickets or not, we look forward 
to standing in synagogue with all those Jews 
who wish to, as we welcome in the New Year. 
It’s what Jews do, together. Shanah tovah.

citizens uk

When I joined FPS, Citizens UK was all new to 
me. Since then I have been astonished and 
amazed by the work they do, the power they 
create, and the changes they make. Except, of 
course, I should change the pronouns – because 
Citizens UK is made up of different Chapters, 
areas, including North London Citizens, of which 
we are a part. So it is the work we do, the power 
we create and the changes we make. Which is 
still pretty astonishing and amazing.

I have been invited onto Citizens’ London 
Mayoral Strategy team, which is exactly as scary 
as it sounds! The election for London’s Mayor will 
take place in May 2020 and Citizens is creating 
a huge event where all the Mayoral candidates 
will hear our pitch for future ideas. Hopefully, 
each one will agree to our Manifesto, in front 
of 6000 people, with the winning candidate 
pledging to implement our ideas during their 
forthcoming term.

It would be wonderful if FPS is part of the 
team deciding what is going to go on the agenda, 
for the synagogue has a deep insight into many 
of the topics being discussed. Insights, from 
our annual participation in Barnet’s Homeless 

Shelter to having helped [and continuing to 
help] Syrian refugees find their feet in a new 
country, to our own communal and individual 
volunteering experiences. The topics are:
-   Youth Violence
-   Homelessness
-   Housing
-   Refugee Welcome
-   Environmental Crisis

Please do join me on Tuesday 15 October 
as we try to ensure the most important areas 
of these issues are given the time they deserve. 
More details will follow shortly, but in the 
meantime, please put a big red cross in your 
calendar for 20 April 2020 when I hope you will 
join me in the Copper Box at the Olympic Park to 
make the changes you want to see in London. 
Zoe Jacobs
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As we send our school-leavers off to 
university with a small potted plant as 
a gift to remember us by, we also send 
them with a fantastic resource - the 
Progressive Jewish Student fieldworker 
Maya Skaarbrevik. If your young adults 
are at university, or about to go, please 
do suggest they are in touch with her for 
advice or information: 
maya@progressivejewishstudentsuk.org 

We’re really excited to be hosting 
the LJY-Netzer Plaganim sleepover 
in December - here are all the other 
fantastic events for different year 
groups throughout autumn.
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Contacts fps website: www.fps.org

janet tresman
mediator 

& collaborative family law solicitor

Altermans Solicitors

239 Regents Park Road, London N3 3LF

Office phone: 0208 346 1777

Email: janet@altermans.co.uk

ashley page
insurance brokers

Commerce House
2a Litchfield Grove

London N3 2TN

Tel. 020 8349 5100

finchley progressive synagogue

54 Hutton Grove N12 8DR
020 8446 4063 www.fps.org 
facebook.com/finchleyprog

Rabbi Rebecca Birk – rabbi@fps.org

Emeritus Rabbi: Dr Frank Hellner

Community Development Manager:
Zoe Jacobs – zoe@fps.org

Musicians in Residence: Franklyn Gellnick, 
Dean Staker

Synagogue Manager: Pauline Gusack 
pauline@fps.org

executive 2019

Chair: Cathy Burnstone, chair@fps.org

Vice-Chair: Anjanette Pavell,
ViceChairAP@fps.org

Treasurer: Chris Nash, treasurer@fps.org

Honorary Secretary: Tamara Joseph, 
honsec@fps.org

board members

Sam King, sam@fps.org
Phillip Raphael, security@fps.org
Ann Pelham, annp@fps.org
Roy Balint-Kurti, roybk@fps.org

President: Alan Banes

Life President: Sheila King Lassman

Vice Presidents: Renzo Fantoni, Josie Kinchin, 
Alex Kinchin-Smith, Laura Lassman, Lionel King 
Lassman, John Lewis, Paul Silver-Myer, Andrea 
Rappoport, Joan Shopper

contacts

Board of Deputies Reps: Janet Tresman, 
Stanley Volk

Beit Midrash (Adult Education): Adrian Lister
adulteducation@fps.org 

Beit Tefillah (Rites & Practices):  Valerie Joseph

Care in the Community: Jacquie Fawcett 
jacquie@fps.org

Website Editor: Philip Karstadt
fpswebsite@fps.org

Shofar Guest Editors: Paul Silver-Myer 
& Phillip Raphael

Shofar Team: shofar@fps.org 
Sarah Rosen-Webb, Wika Dorosz

FPS Office: administrator@fps.org

The Finchley Progressive Synagogue is a company limited by 
guarantee (Company No 9365956) and a registered charity 
(Charity No 1167285) whose registered office is 54 Hutton 
Grove, Finchley, London N12 8DR


